
 

Vantage Point—Competition Embraced  
Provider Choice Individual Disability Income Product Comparison  
Multiple Companies At-A-Glance  
  
 

Product Features 

Berkshire 
Provider 
Choice 
Premier 

Berkshire 
Provider 
Choice 
Select 

MassMutual 
Radius 
Choice 

Northwestern 
Mutual 
TT.NCDI 

Principal 
HH750 

Standard 
Platinum 
Advantage 
B180 

Ameritas 
DInamic 
Foundation 

UNUM 
Income 
Series 750 

Non-Cancellable & Guaranteed 
Renewable         

Graded Premiums Option             

True Own Occupation Definitions for 
Total Disability          

True Own Occupation for White 
Collar Occupations          

Enhanced Medical Specialty True 
Own Occupation for Physicians 

              

True Own Occupation with Specialty 
Language for Dentists and Physicians             

 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Product Features 

Berkshire 
Provider 
Choice 
Premier 

Berkshire 
Provider 
Choice 
Select 

MassMutual 
Radius 
Choice 

Northwestern 
Mutual 
TT.NCDI 

Principal 
HH750 

Standard 
Platinum 
Advantage 
B180 

Ameritas 
DInamic 
Foundation 

UNUM 
Income 
Series 750 

Partial Disability Benefits         

• 15% loss of income threshold for 
benefits1         

• Enhanced Initial Period Benefit for 
first 12 months of Partial Disability - 
up to 100% of income loss or a 
minimum of 50%1 

        

• 20% loss of income threshold for 
benefits2         

• Loss of Time or Duties 
Requirement2         

Recovery Benefits         

• Recovery benefits while loss of prior 
income is at least 15%1         

• Recovery benefits payable for up to 
the entire benefit period of the 
policy1 

        

• Recovery benefits are calculated the 
same as Partial Disability in all 
months1 

        

• Lump Sum benefit if Recovery 
occurs within 12 months after end 
of EP2 
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No limitation available for 
Mental/Substance Related Disability 
for most occupations 

3    4 5   

Lump Sum Disability Benefit Rider         

Student Loan Protection Rider         

Retirement Contribution Protection 
Available         

Waiver of Premium continues for 6 
months after benefits end         

5 Year Waiver of Elimination Period         

Presumptive Total Disability 
Benefits         

• Loss need not be irrecoverable for 
benefits to be payable         

Future Insurability Option Rider         

• Includes Special Option Dates that 
do not eliminate future options         

Benefit Purchase Rider         

• Benefit increase offered every 3rd 
year; current income 
documentation required 
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Cost of Living Adjustment Riders         

• Provides COLA increases at no cost 
upon recovery         

Unemployment Waiver of Premium 
Benefit Rider         

Hospice Care Benefit         

Serious Illness Supplemental Benefit         

1Enhanced Partial Disability Benefit Rider  
2Basic Partial Disability Benefit Rider - Policies are issued with only one of two available Partial Disability Benefit Riders.   
3With the Premier package, policies issued to anesthesiologists/anesthetists, emergency room physicians, pain management physicians, and nurse 
anesthetists, and general dentists will have a 24 month Mental and/or Substance-Related Disorder (MSRD) limitation. MSRD limitations do not apply to 
policies issued as the result of a future increase or future purchase option when exercised from a policy that did not have a limitation.  Premium discounts 
will apply when MSRD limitations are included.   
4A 24-month MSRD-type limitation will apply to ER Physicians, Anesthesiologists, Pain Management Physicians, Nurse Anesthetists and any resident who 
has declared one of these specialties and all policies in CA, FL, LA and NV.   
524-month limitation is applied to occupation classes 3P and lower.   
 
For Producer use only. Not for use with the general public. 
Individual disability income products underwritten and issued by Berkshire Life Insurance Company of America (BLICOA), Pittsfield, MA. BLICOA is a wholly 
owned stock subsidiary of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (Guardian), New York, NY. Product provisions and availability may vary by state.  
Disability insurance has limitations and exclusions. This comparison is based upon the most recent information available to us as of 01/2019, and is only a 
brief outline of some provisions and benefits in these policies.  Optional riders are available for an additional premium.  Refer to your state specific policy and 
rider forms for the full definition of all policy provisions benefits, limitations and exclusions. The description of the other company’s policies was not 
furnished by Berkshire. If there are questions about their features, please contact a representative of that company. 
 
This publication is provided for informational purposes only and should not be considered tax or legal advice. Your client should contact their tax or legal 
advisor regarding the tax treatment of the policy and policy benefits. Your client should consult with their own independent tax and legal advisors regarding 
their particular set of facts and circumstances. The information provided is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be relied upon, to avoid penalties 
imposed under the Internal Revenue Code or state and local tax law provisions. 
 
Guardian ® is a registered trademark of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America. 

The Guardian Life Insurance  
Company of America  
  
guardianlife.com 
  
New York, NY  
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